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precisely, on the expiration of the introductory two-year period provided by the statutes of 1861. The Crown was forced to take cognizance of these persistent rumors. "Reports have reached me that you are expecting a new emancipation/' Alexander sternly told a delegation of Tula peasants in August, 1861. 'There will be no emancipation except the one I have granted you. Obey the law and the statutes! Work and toil! Be obedient to the authorities and to noble landowners!" This not very inspiring admonition was not heeded at once. There was much passive and open resistance to the execution of the reform. A common manifestation of the former was the refusal of the peasants to approve the "inventories" (ustavnaia gramota),1 the application of which constituted the introductory stage of the emancipation. Sporadic peasant revolts flared up in many localities, and reached particular force in the provinces of Penza and Kazan, where thousands of former serfs refused to work for the landowners and attacked manor houses. The movement, however, was short-lived. In 1861 acts of insubordination were reported in 1,176 estates; in 1862 in 400; in 1863 in 386. The government was prepared for the emergency, and troops were effectively used to quell the disturbances. A particularly bloody incident, involving the death of some 50 and the wounding of over 350 insurgents, occurred in the village of Bezdna, in the province of Kazan. Courts-martial, executions, deportations to Siberia, and flogging once more crushed popular revolt. In 1864 outbreaks were reported in only 75 estates. Peace and order were restored by methods that augured ill for the success of the reform.
The statutes of February 19 were instrumental in perpetuating the economic dependence of the liberated serfs on their former masters. It will be remembered that the law set no time limit for the duration of the period of "temporary obligation/'2 which in its economic aspects differed but little from serfdom. According to the computation of Prince D. I. Shakhovskoy, the regime of redemption payments superseded that of "temporary obligation" on about one-half of all peasant allotments in 1862-1866 and on two-thirds of the allotments in the first decade following the emancipation (1862-1871). The inducement of substantial subsidies granted by the government to the landowners on the conclusion of redemption agreements was largely
i See p. 889. * fee p. 889.